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Byron Lamont Wins the Henry Wright Lifetime Achievement Award

The Association for Fire Ecology (AFE) is pleased to announce Dr. Byron Lamont has been awarded the 2022 Henry Wright Life-
time Achievement Award for his significant contributions to fire ecology and management in grasslands and shrublands.

Byron Lamont is Distinguished Professor Emeritus in Plant
Ecology at Curtin University in Australia, which he joined in
1974, with sabbaticals in California (Senior Fulbright Award,
Stanford), South Africa, Sweden and Germany. He is a world
authority on the ecology of fire-prone sclerophyll shrublands/
woodlands of the world’s Mediterranean-climate regions. His
first paper (1979) was on fire-stimulated flowering of
grasstrees, with 90 citations. He pioneered research on cano-
py seed storage (serotiny) in the 1980s, postfire recruitment
in the 1990s, postfire seed dispersal in the 2000s, and evolu-
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Dr. Tianhua He, entitled “Banksia born to burn,” set the scene
for subsequent wide-ranging papers on the fire-directed evolution of pines, graminoids, proteas, buckthorns, and terrestrial
orchids. Currently, his 1991 review on serotiny has been cited 525 times, the 2011 review on fire-stimulated flowering 185
times, the 2013 review on resprouting almost 700 times. With Dr. Tianhua He and Professor Juli Pausas, their 2019 paper “Fire
as a key driver of Earth’s biodiversity” was cited 90 times in 2022 alone. His work over 45 years has shown beyond doubt that
fire is an ancient disturbance that has had a profound effect on the evolution of plants through-
out the world and thus has provided guidelines for the management of fire-prone floras.
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works of Professor Lamont.”

A list of all Lifetime Achievement Award winners is available at

About AFE

The Association for Fire Ecology (AFE) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the knowledge of fire ecology and us-
es of fire in resilient landscape management. Our members include scientists, educators, students, managers, practitioners,
policymakers, and interested citizens. To learn more about AFE, visit

For more information, contact AFE at office@fireecology.net
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